Acute painful peripheral neuropathy due to metronidazole Sir, Metronidazole is a 5-nitroimidazole compound that has potent activity against anaerobic bacteria and several protozoa. Peripheral neuropathy is its rare side effect.
erature varied from 13.2 grams [3] to 228 grams. [4] The duration of therapy after which neuropathic symptoms developed varied from 11 days [3] to 6 months. [4] The 3 days of latency and 3.6 g of cumulative dose observed in our patient are the smallest reported so far. It is noteworthy that, in the case reports from India, [3,5,] the cumulative dose of metronidazole was low (13.2-18 grams) and the latency to symptom onset very short (11 days to 18 days) when compared to patients from the West. This may reflect a genetic susceptibility to the neurotoxic effects of metronidazole or a genetic variation in the metabolism of metronidazole in Indian patients.
To conclude, we report an unusually rapid development of peripheral neuropathy after starting metronidazole. Its early recognition and rapid withdrawal of the drug are important, as the neuropathy can be disabling and persistent.
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